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NOTES 

From D. C. Heath & Co., we have four ^volumes in the 
Belles-Lettres Series— Ox. way's "Orphan" and "Venice Pre- 
served," and Middleton and Rowley's "Spanish Gipsie" and 
"All's Lost by Lust." 

In the section of poetry of the same series we have "Select 
Poems of Shelley," by Woodberry, and "Select Poems of 
Matthew Arnold," by Edward S. Hale. 

This is a valuable series for the student — the volumes are 
all well edited, and the publishers part is well done in every 
way — the size being convenient, and print, paper and all the 
accessories altogether acceptable. 

"Insect Stories" (Henry Holt & Co.), "Primarily for chil- 
dren," by Vernon L. Kellogg, is a very attractive collection 
of observations on insect life. Mr. Kellogg almost reaches 
the height of telling his stories from the standpoint of 
the child, a very difficult height for a grown-up to scale. It is 
all absolutely simple, and Mary is an uncommonly nice child. 
Almost as nice, if not quite, as "the little Boy" in Uncle 
Remus, and more cannot be said for Mary, nor for Mr. Kellogg. 
The stories are very interesting, and they are — though it hurts 
one to utter the word — instructive! Dreadful, but they are, 
as well as tragic. All should thank both author and publisher 
when a simple, clean, instructive book of stories comes to hand. 

The readable and generally accurate text -book of Professor 
Schwill, entitled "The History of Modern Europe," appears in 
a new edition published by Charles Scribner's Sons. The revis- 
ion has greatly increased the value of a serviceable text. 

Of greater extent, and covering a somewhat more restricted 
field is the two-volume work of Professors Robinson and Beard, 
"The Development of Modern Europe." This is written with 
the remarkable power of selection and in the interesting style 
which has made Professor Robinson's History of Western 
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Europe so popular as a text-book, and in more advanced work 
should win an equal place. The publishers are Ginn & Com- 
pany. 

"Personal Recollections of Richard Wagner," by Angelo 
Newmann, translated by Edith Livermoor, published by Henry 
Holt & Co., is a very graphic account of the efforts of this re- 
markable Director to establish the Wagner operas in the prin- 
cipal cities of Europe, which he accomplished with great eclat 
after an almost superhuman struggle against adverse circum- 
stances. A Director's life seems after all to be the most 
strenuous that can fall to the lot of man, and if it had not been 
for the cool head, the patience, and keen sense of humor pos- 
sessed by Newmann, his well laid schemes would oft have gone 
a-gley. Besides, it goes without saying, that such a genius as 
Wagner was difficult to work with — as on the slightest provo- 
cation he would fly the track and cancel his contracts just at 
the wrong time ; he however had generosity enough to acknowl- 
edge his mistakes, and after the vexation was over he would be 
affectionate and heplful again. The whole story is interesting, 
and the personal recollections of so many of the great musical 
artists is of itself a treat — the Vogl's Hedwig Reicher-Kinder- 
man, Seidl and many others make an interesting study. 

"Camp-Fires on Desert and Lava," by Wm. T. Hornaday 
(Scribners), is a delightful and informing book. The author 
is the curator of the New York Zoological garden at Bronx 
Park, and one of the foremost naturalists of the country. He 
is also an accomplished botanist. His book is therefore not the 
work of a mere tourist or sportsman, but is full of solid and 
accurate information, conveyed in so pleasing a style that it is 
thoroughly enjoyable. He is a lively writer, and infuses into 
the reader his own love of nature and his delight in all of her 
wonderful works. The trip described in the book carried him 
into the deserts of Northwestern Sonora and to the desolate re- 
gion surrounding the extinct volcano of Pinacate, which the 
author's party seem to have been the first to scale. His vivid 
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descriptions make one realize the aspect of the country, just 
as if one had been there, and they are helped out by a number 
of excellent illustrations, many of them in color. It is a book 
to appeal to the sportsman for its hunting adventures and to 
every one by its vivid descriptions of an interesting region close 
upon our borders. 



Among the works of its kind a particularly noteworthy place 
should be given to the "Official and Statistical Register of the 
State of Mississippi," 1908, edited by Dr. Dunbar Rowland, Di- 
rector of the Department of Archives and History of the State 
of Mississippi. This portly volume of nearly 1300 pages is a 
mine of information, much of which is of wider interest than 
might be guessed from the title. The work is divided into 
eight parts. The first two give historical and biographical in- 
formation concerning the territorial and State governments of 
Mississippi ; the third affords civil lists and statistical informa- 
tion; the fourth deals with State institutions; the fifth — es- 
pecially interesting — presents a complete outline of the mili- 
tary history of the State ; the sixth and seventh, treat of the 
present State and county governments ; while the last part con- 
tains the organic Acts and Laws of the territory, information as 
to the Constitutions of 1817, 1832, 1869, and 1890. Besides 
the printed text, the volume includes many interesting photo- 
graphs of portraits, celebrated houses, etc. Perhaps to the gen- 
eral student the most valuable feature of this sort is found in the 
reproductions of old maps of Mississippi, many of which are 
practically inaccessible. 

The editorship of Dr. Rowland is sufficient guarantee of the 
scholarly performance of this extensive task. As a work of 
reference the book will prove of constant service to students of 
Southern history. 

Dr. Rowland has rendered a further service to the student of 
Southern history in the planning, editing and publication of the 
":Encyclopedia of Mississippi History, Comprising Sketches of 
Counties, Towns, Events, Institutions and Persons." The work 
embraces two volumes of about one thousand pages each and 



128 The Sewanee Review 

contains matter of inestimable value arranged in encyclopedic 
form for convenient reference. 



"Leading American Soldiers," by R. M. Johnston, of Harvard 
University, has recently been contributed to the series of Biogra- 
phies of Leading Americans, edited by Prof. W. P. Trent and 
published by Henry Holt & Co. Mr. Johnston divides the 
history of the United States into three periods, selecting but 
two Revolutionary soldiers, George Washington and Nathaniel 
Greene, and three for the period to i860, Jackson, 
Taylor and Scott. Two-thirds of the book is devoted to 
the Civil War, and the generals selected for biographical no- 
tice are, on the Northern side, Grant, Sherman, McClellan and 
Meade, and in the Southern army, Lee, Stonewall Jackson and 
Gen. Johnston. Aportait of each is included. In the preface 
to the volume the writer feels called upon to make some apology 
for a military history. He suggests that the outcry against war 
to-day is the outcome of materialism, and asks : Would it not have 
been better to have stood among the ranks of our soldiers on the 
banks of the Rappahannock furiously cheering our great oppon- 
ent, Stonewall Jackson, as he inspected his pickets, than to have 
lived twenty years longer to have mingled with football mobs 
hurrahing at the disablement of an adversary ? Or to have fol- 
lowed Sherman to the sea among waves of uplifted slave faces 
fondly dreaming that liberty and righteousness had come, rather 
than spend a lengthened life in the lucrative but dubious routine 
of mercantile affairs? He submits that there is much to urge 
for war on technical grounds as a tonic for the moral fibre of the 
nation. 

The writer makes no claim to original investigation but 
hopes that a justification will be found in the treatment by 
a trained scholar with a grasp of the principles of military 
history. 



